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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Professor John Blevins 
Director, Vienna Summer Program 
7214 St. Charles Ave.  
New Orleans, LA 70118 
Phone: (504) 861-5853 
Fax: (504) 861-5733 
E-mail: jblevins@loyno.edu 
 

 
Unversity of Vienna School of Law (Juridicum)  
(Site of daily classes) 
Schottenbastei 10-16  
A-1010, Wien  
Tel.: +43 (1) 4277-0 
http://www.juridicum.at/index.php?id=182  
 

 
Taylor Meyer 
Vienna TA  
E-mail: tmmeyer@my.loyno.edu 

mailto:jblevins@loyno.edu
http://www.juridicum.at/index.php?id=182
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ACADEMIC POLICIES 

The Vienna Summer Legal Studies Program is an academic program of the Loyola University New 
Orleans College of Law, presented in cooperation with the University of Vienna Law School. Faculty 
members from both law schools teach the courses, and the University of Vienna graciously provides 
the staff support and the facilities.  Various faculty and assistants from the University of Vienna teach 
in the courses and participate in the conduct of the many events of the program, such as the visits to 
Parliament, the Constitutional Court, and the Supreme Court. 
    
Loyola’s general academic policies apply to foreign programs.  Thus, students must attend 80% of all 
classes, and the final examinations will be graded on the traditional A through F (+, -) scale.  Visiting 
students should check with their law schools to determine that the credit and grade(s) will be 
accepted toward graduation requirements at their institutions. 
 
Any student currently enrolled and in good standing at an ABA-accredited law school may register for 
the Vienna program. Loyola students must be carrying a GPA of 2.20 or above (by the program start 
date) to participate in any of our Summer Legal Studies Programs. As foreign students are invited, a 
few students from Austria, and perhaps other foreign countries, may participate. 
 
Applicants should be aware that participation in foreign programs cannot generally be used to 
accelerate graduation. Students interested in acceleration of graduation should consult an 
appropriate officials at their law schools in light of ABA Accreditation Standard 305, Interpretation 4. 
 
If you are a visiting student, your grades for the summer courses will be sent to your university 
when you request your transcript. Please visit the following website to order your transcript 
online:  
 
http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/records/transcripts  

 
Loyola University New Orleans will purchase medical insurance for you that covers medical 
evacuation, repatriation, and emergencies abroad for July 2 – July 14, 2023.  Since it is essential that 
students have medical insurance and medical evacuation insurance that covers them during their 
entire stay, you should purchase health and hospitalization insurance which is applicable overseas, 
including insurance coverage for emergency medical evacuation and repatriation of remains, if you 
plan to stay in Europe outside of the of the program dates.  

 

VIENNA HOUSING 

The Vienna Summer Legal Studies Program does not provide housing. However, we can recommend 
options for accommodations based on our students’ past experiences.  The following descriptions 
explain accommodations where students have stayed in the past.  The Vienna 2023 Program 
Director, John Blevins, will be happy to answer any questions you may have about these or other 

http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/records/transcripts
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accommodations.  
 
Participants in the Vienna Summer Legal Studies Program come from all across the U.S., all with 
different backgrounds and economic resources. Accordingly, we suggest different levels of 
accommodations in Vienna and on the side-trips. Students in recent years have chosen numerous 
different residences, though most choose Airbnb or local hotels. 
 
Lodging Suggestions  

In recent years, many students have had success in finding other apartments, hotels, hostels, etc. in 
Vienna. Former program participants have recommended the following websites for making 
accommodations arrangements: 

➢ http://www.city-apartment.com/  
 

➢ https://www.airbnb.com/  
 

➢ http://www.wien.info/ 
 

➢ www.viennaflat.at  
 

Neighborhoods 

Vienna is divided into 23 districts. The city center (home to the University of Vienna School of Law) is 
located within the 1st district, the “Inner Stadt.” Please see the following maps for a layout of the 
city’s districts and their proximity to points of interest:  

 
 

 

http://www.city-apartment.com/
https://www.airbnb.com/
http://www.wien.info/
http://www.viennaflat.at/
http://gastronomie.wieneruhr.at/en/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/bezirks1.png
http://gastronomie.wieneruhr.at/en/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/bezirkovi_grbovi.1.png
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District 1 – Inner Stadt  

This is the area that encompasses all the main tourist attractions (Rathaus, Stephansdom, city center, 
etc.) the university and law school, and many of the city’s legal institutions. It is definitely the most 
convenient area to be in, but it’s also more expensive than other options due to its place at the city’s 
epicenter.  

District 6 – Mariahilf  
This district is just outside of the city centre. It is filled with museums, high-end shopping boutiques, 
hotels, and tons of chic cafes. Many students reside in this area during the summer, whether in 
apartments or hotels. This area can also be pricey, though.   

District 8 – Josefstadt 

This is where the program base hotel, the Alpha, is located. This district sits just behind the Rathaus 
(city hall) and is rather quiet. It’s mainly residential and filled with lots of quaint little streets, 
boutique shops, and homey cafés. The city center, however, is a 7 – 10 minute walk. Many university 
dorms are located in this district, as it sits very near the University of Vienna.  

Districts 3 and 9 are also quite nice, as they are near the Danube. The Danube Canal is very popular 
during the summer; vendors open “pop-up” beaches and there are a ton of waterfront cafes and 
dance clubs. Additionally, many of the city’s open-air markets (food, crafts, etc.) are located within 
these two districts.     
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PRAGUE  

Our weekend trip is to Prague. We will depart from Vienna via Train on Saturday, 8 July, and return 
on Monday, 10 July after our class at Charles University. Because we will conduct class on Monday, 
July 10 in Prague, this weekend trip is mandatory and not optional.   

Prague, while intensely spectacular, is a bit more difficult to manage on your own because of the 
Czech language.  While most young people speak English, many older people do not, and the public 
signs can be difficult. 
 
Students are responsible for reserving their own accommodations in Prague for the nights of the 8th 
and 9th.  Students again generally use either Airbnb or local hotels.  The two areas we would 
recommend are either Old Town or Mala Strana. 
 
The program will book your train tickets to Prague and will subsidize them.  If you are bringing 
guests, that is welcomed but the guest will have to pay the full price.   
 

PASSPORT REQUIREMENTS 

• Traveling to Europe requires a Passport (but no visa for U.S. citizens travelling to most 
countries). Please see the following website for more information:  
 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html 

 

• You must apply in person for a U.S. passport if  
 

• You are applying for a U.S. passport for the first time 
• Your previous passport was lost or stolen 
• Your previous passport was issued when you were under age 16 
• Your previous U.S. passport has expired  
• Your previous passport was issued more than 15 years ago 
• Your name has changed since your U.S. passport was issued and you are unable to 

legally document your name change  
 

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS AND TRANSPORTATION 

A. Travel Safety 
 

Vienna is one of the safest cities in the world and most visitors will not encounter many, if any, 
problems.  In fact, American visitors are always surprised at the cleanliness, orderliness, and safety of 
the city. There have, however, been isolated reports of pickpocketing near the two main train 
stations, so do take care when in those areas.   

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html
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Note well that, while train travel in Europe is enormous fun, there is always the chance that thieves 
will work their profession in large, common public places such as train stations.  So be careful to 
watch your luggage and your wallet in these vulnerable locations.  

B. Flights and Open Jawed Tickets 
 

As you plan your flight to Europe, keep in mind the traveler’s rule to avoid backtracking when 
possible.  Why see sights twice when there is so much left undiscovered?  Thus, many travelers fly 
into one city and depart from another, enabling them to continue exploring new locations.  This 
technique can be accomplished with an “open-jawed ticket.”  For example, you might fly directly into 
Vienna for the program, then depart Europe from Geneva or fly into Paris and depart from Vienna.  
This enables you to tour parts of Austria, Switzerland, and France before going home.  You need not 
pay extra for an “open-jawed” ticket if you purchase it early. 

C. Eurail Tickets 
 

If you plan to travel at length before or after the Vienna program, you may find that Eurail passes can 
save you money, but be careful, and be sure to verify that the countries you intend to visit are 
included in the Eurail package you are considering.  Then, do the math; if you are going to be on the 
rails for only a few days, it may not save you at all.  (Note that most Eurail passes do not include train 
travel to the Czech Republic or Switzerland without an extra charge).  Consult with your travel agent 
or visit their website for more information about this special train pass. 

D. Subways 
 

You can get to most of the key places in Vienna in minutes by the subway (locals call it the “U-Bahn” 
which stops right in front of the University (Schottentor Universität) [two block walk from the law 
school]. You will soon discover how easy the U-Bahn is to use.  It is quick, quiet, and safe. The 
program will purchase bus/subway passes for each participant.  These passes allow you to ride 
anytime and you can hop on and hop off without purchasing any additional ticket.  Please keep the 
pass with you, however, because public transportation officials may request to see it.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A. Dress and Packing 
 

Generally, dress will be casual. Bring one set of “business casual” clothes for visits to the 
Constitutional and Supreme Courts.  
 
You may also decide to attend a summer opera or similar event at which you might dress a little nicer 
than usual (you can purchase Opera tickets for around € 10-20 for standing room; students who have 
done this say it is worth it for the experience). 
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Pack with the weather in mind.  The tour book tells us that the average maximum afternoon 
temperature in Vienna in July is 75, but has been known to be a little hotter some days.  Generally, 
the weather is very pleasant!  Light, summer clothing is appropriate for class and general touring 
during the day.  Long sleeves are sometimes needed in the later evenings. Some rain can be expected 
(see Weather section), and note that it will be hot in late July, at least for a few days  
    
Many students wash clothes in the washer if their lodging has it or use a nearby Laundromat.  Most 
European apartments do not have a dryer, but instead use drying racks.  Because you won’t be 
experiencing New Orleans humidity, it actually works.  You should also bring along an adapter for 
electrical appliances and computers.   We will explain all of this at the orientation meeting in March.   
 

B. Money Abroad – Currency 

 

We will explain this at the orientation meeting, but the best bet for obtain currency is from bank 
ATMs throughout the city.  You might need to confirm with your bank beforehand to notify them 
that you will be abroad.  You should also always decline the option to convert the currency.  Your 
bank will do that and it avoids some unnecessary fees.  Currency exchange at airports charges higher 
fees, so we would recommend avoiding those. 

C. Tipping  
 
In Austria and Prague, there is less of a tipping expectation than in the United States.  Generally, 10% 
is acceptable, but 10-15% is becoming more normal. 
 

D. Dining and Entertainment Recommendations  
 
Eating in Vienna will offer the visitor a splendid variety of European and American food.  The 
Austrians are proud of their hearty and delicious meals, and the cuisine reveals the rural nature of 
most of the country.   Local menus typically feature grilled meats, including chicken, beef, and pork.  
These will usually be accompanied by potatoes, other vegetables, and often dumplings.  Soups, 
salads, and wonderful homemade breads are widely served.   Beautiful pastries, from strawberry 
torts to apple turnovers, are seen in bakery shop windows everywhere (Konditorei).  Many tourists 
love the chocolate, and of course the wine and natural beers are a pleasure to taste.  There is also a 
wide range options now for vegans and vegetarians. 
 
Remember too that Vienna has been the crossroads of Europe for a long time, and the cuisine 
reflects the influence of many other lands:  Italian ice cream, pizza, Hungarian goulash (Louisianans 
love this slightly spicy version of beef stew), Turkish kebabs (a pita bread filled with sliced grilled 
chicken and topped with lettuce, onions, spice, etc. at your request), and Indian and Chinese dishes. 
   
Cafes, coffee houses, and pubs of wide variety abound in Vienna (including trendy elegant Viennese 
wine and cocktail bars as well as your typical Irish pubs), but our group usually frequents those that 
are close to the law school and their residences.  The law school (serving some 10,000 students), is, 
as you would expect, surrounded by every possible form of eatery and drinkery.  
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You will learn that a surprising number of German food terms are cognates - or nearly so.  It takes no 
linguist to figure out that “Wasser” is water, or what “Bier” and “Milch” mean.  Salz und Pfeffer, 
Salat, and Brot are easy, too.  And many English terms are accepted in German usage, such as 
“Cheeseburger” or “Pizza.”  Naturally, you may want to add the helpful “Bitte” (please) and “Danke” 
(thank you).  So give your phrase book a try, and you’ll have fun. 
 
Finally, many of us eat at least two meals a week at the nightly, free Vienna Rathausplatz (City Hall 
Plaza) Film Fest.  Thousands turn out every night in July to watch their favorite films in the Rathaus 
plaza (many of you will walk through this beautiful plaza every day on the way to the law school) and 
to eat and drink the offerings from 20 different restaurant booths.  There will be food from France, 
Spain, Greece, Switzerland, India, Mexico, Italy, and of course Germany and Austria. A couple of 
students even had Kangaroo.  

The most important goals are to learn and have fun during your stay in Austria.  So memorize a few 
German food terms, and prepare to enjoy all kinds of food, from pizza to schnitzel, and goulash to 
chocolate! 

http://www.filmfestival-rathausplatz.at/en/
http://www.filmfestival-rathausplatz.at/en/

